
 

 

Keleti Passage  

Millions of refugees are fleeing conflict zones around the world, searching for safety in Europe. They have been met by the incompetence 

and cynicism of leaders and allies of all sides have responded to the plight of civilians with insignificant gestures, divisive rhetoric, 

inadequate aid (and some with even more weapons) to end the catastrophic war theyõve created, a war only they have the power to stop. 

The camps in neighboring countries are overflowing, the facilities there are worn thin. Yet, the end of the conflict is nowhere in sight.  

A wave of refugees fleeing this conflict zone and others has turned its search for safety to Europe. It is the biggest human migration since 

WWII.  

We witnessed the first tide of people seeking refuge in the west rise in the transit zone of Budapestõs Keleti station with shock and awe.  

Yet, we also saw a great number of Hungarian citizens rise spontaneously to help in any way they could. As the hungarian govõt began 

fear-mongering campaigns and reacted to these victims with a policy of criminalization, we saw fellow citizens reach out to these 

strangers-in-transit with food, water, clothing, bedding, shelter, medicine and guidance, where our leaders had failed them.  

In the few weeks it took the migration to become a logistical crisis here until the Hungarian govõt fenced off and militarized its borders and 

criminalized human migration to Europe on its territory, more than 190,000 people passed through the country with as many as 80,000 

transiting Keleti station. The Keleti transit zone saw a daily average of about 1000 refugees per day. On a single day, Sept 4, 2015, 6500 

refugees arrived at the station and its vicinity. During this time, 600-700 people volunteered to work daily, and more than 3000 supporters 

turned up with donations. 

Yet, who are these people searching for new homes in strange lands and what can we do for them? Who are the people who came to 

work and welcome the refugees in the transit zone in Keleti station? In the early days of the influx we struggled to understand the situation, 

until we were compelled to find out for ourselves. 
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Fatima Rasuli  (10) from Afghanistan  

Like many of the refugees we met, Fatima turned out surprisingly younger than we expected. Also, like many of the 

children, she drew a future home. She participated in the afternoon and by the evening she and her family were on 

their way to Germany.  
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Pariz Bahari (25), Samir Ahoseni (23), Maholiyar Bahari, Maholis Bahari (twins, 2 months) from Afganistan 

Pariz and Samir gave birth to their son and daughter in Turkey on the road to Budapest. Not an uncommon 

occurance, the volunteer doctors even delivered a baby in Keleti Station a few days before they arrived.  
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Feras Nassif  from Syria 

Feras began to draw but was tired from the trip. He decided his message was simple: ăI need a bed, I need sleep,  

I need freedomó. We helped him with the peace sign. 

 

 

 

 



 

IMG_2917 

V§czy Laura (10) from Budapest, Hungary 

By best estimates, 2000-3000 Hungarian citizens, like Laura and her father, personally dropped by to offer snacks, 

water, clothes, shoes, bedding, tents, personal hygiene items and other donations to the people in need.  Laura drew 

the two figures beside her and wrote the line, ăLetõs live in peace.ó 
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Hasan Robotu  (49) from Syria 

Hasan came from Damascus with hopes of reaching Germany or Holland. When he explained his message is that he 

would like to return to his country, he began to cry. 
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Rawaa Soukkar (18) from Syria  

Rawaa left her home in Aleppo which has suffered some of the worst destruction of the war. Her message is ăSomeday 

the war will finish and we will be one hand again.ó 
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Ranya Issa (43), Walaa AlQanbary (17) from Syria 

Walaa posed with her mother next to her message and drawing which she described as a ăvery sad girló.  

 

 

 

 


